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But the Legate would not allow his soldiers, under paiii
of excommunication, to share the plunder. It was to
be reserved for a powerful baron, who was to rule the
land and extirpate the heretics for ever. The Viscount
had given himself up as a hostage;B he was
treated as a prisoner, cast into a dungeon,
where he died in a few months, not without
suspicion of poison administered by Simon de Montfort.
But a broken spirit and foul dungeon air may relieve
Simon from a charge always asserted, rarely to be
proved or disproved. The Yiscount died at the age of
twenty-four.11

The law of conquest was now to be put in force.
The lands of a heretic were as the lands of a Saracen,
The question was to which of the orthodox army should
be assigned the first fruits of the victory. The French
nobles, the Dukes of Burgundy, the Counts of Nevers
and St. Pol, with disdainful indignation refused the re-
ward of a mercenary: they had land enough of their
own; nor would they set the perilous example of setting
up the fiefs of France to the hazard of the sword. The
zeal of Simon de Montfort was not so noble nor so dis-
interested.1 He was invested, on the Pope's authority,
with all the lands conquered or to be conquered during
the Crusade. This was of fearful omen, to Eaymond of
Toulouse. Only a sovereign of the whole land, of un-
impeachable devotion to the Holy See, of indefatigable

" Et chose grandement folle, fit-il, |     h Innocent's letter has miserdbiliter

a inon avis." This historian paints]
the treachery of the Legate very'
darkly. Vaissctte says that he was
seized during a conference. I have
followed the account least unfavour-
able to the perfidious Legate-Abbot.

interfoctus*   This was the accusation
of the King of Arragon.

1 Peter ascribes to him a show of
repugnance. The historian briefly
says that Simon, " qui le desiraifc,
le frit."